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D
G

S This academic year has been 
especially exciting for the 
DGS musicians. Under the 
leadership of Mr. Kin Fung 
Leung as our school’s Artistic 
Director, the musicians have 
been given performance 
opportunities to bring their 
music to Shenzhen, Taiwan, 
and later to Macau.

On 18 January 2015,  our 
Symphony Orchestra, String 
Orchestra, Concert Band and 
Senior Choir were invited to 
perform in the Shenzhen Concert Hall. The concert hall had wonderful acoustics, and our girls enjoyed 
every minute of that performance onstage. It was an eye-opening experience for so many of us to 
perform in a world-class concert hall, and the performance was well-received.

During the Easter holidays, we went on an exchange programme to Taiwan for four days. We made our 
first stop at Taipei Municipal Jianguo High School, one of the top boys’ schools in Taiwan. Ensembles 
from both schools performed, followed by a fun time exchanging our thoughts on music with each 
other. The brass section from our school received a cardboard with greetings and drawings from 
their brass students. A student who played the tuba also showed us a video of their marching band 
competitions. We were so impressed by their strength and flexibility while playing their instruments!

T h a t  a f t e r n o o n ,  w e 
visited Taipei First Girls’ 
High School. Once we 
got off the coach, we 
were overwhelmed by 
their  exuberant and 
e l a b o r a t e w e l c o m e . 
They were extremely 
friendly, talking with us 
and introducing their 
school to us. Knowing 
that it was one of the 
t o p  g i r l s ’  s c h o o l  i n 
Taiwan, we were at first 
int imidated, only to 
be surprised by their 

joy and down-to-earth hospitality. On top of our own instrumental exchanges, we were treated 
to a live joint performance of their marching guard, honour guard and colour guard, which were 
reported to be amongst the best in Taiwan. The choreography and guard sequence were very 
impressive, and we were dumbfounded as we watched the instrumentalists dance and march so 
uniformly to the music!

On the second day of the tour, we had a collaborative exchange concert with the above two high 
schools and Chingshin Middle School. Our String Orchestra played the Fourth Movement from 
Tchaikovsky’s Souvenir de Florence and the third movement from Shostakovich’s Third String Quartet. 
Our Symphony Orchestra played Tchaikovsky’s Romeo & Juliet Fantasy Overture and the Fourth 
Movement from Rimsky-Korsakov’s Scheherazade. For the final piece, players from all four schools 
joined together to play the Die Moldau by Smetana. We learned a lot simply by playing with newly-
made friends from the three Taiwan schools. It was a very valuable opportunity performing with them.
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From these exchange 
concerts, we could tell 
that  they must  have 
practised a lot just like 
we had done throughout 
the school year .  One 
thing that impressed us 
most was their passion 
for music. They told me 
that they sometimes also 
sacrificed their lunch 
hours to rehearse on 
their own.

On the third day of the trip, we went to Tainan by the Taiwan High Speed Rail and arrived at the National Tainan 
Girls’ Senior High School. We had our last concert there that evening, when we played Brahms’ Academic Festival 
Overture with their students. This piece was chosen by their conductor because it was a very fitting piece to celebrate 
collaboration between educational institutions. The chemistry between our musicians and theirs was so strong, shaping 
each phrase beautifully and propelling the music forward. We were treated to a wonderful stay at the beautiful Shangri-
La hotel that final night in Taiwan.

Waking up on the last day of the exchange tour, we went to the Chimei Museum, which is famous for its collection of 
musical instruments and fine European art. Some of the string players were invited to enter a room that was closed off 
to visitors. It was filled with over a thousand antique string instruments produced big names like Stradivari, Amati and 
Guarneri. Some girls were given the rare opportunity to play these instruments, some of which were worth over ten 
million US dollars, including the world’s oldest known cello. It was an experience of a lifetime and we knew that such a 
VIP tour of the museum was definitely difficult to come by.

Besides performing, we also went to two night markets in Taipei: the Shilin Night Market and Ximending shopping 
district. Night markets are a trademark of Taiwan. The whole street bustles with food vendors and excited food-lovers. We 
believe our stomachs grew twice as large when we saw the wide variety of food we could eat.

We hope this exchange tour is the first of many years 
of collaborative opportunities for DGS musicians. 
This music exchange tour has opened my eyes and 
ears to a greater understanding of music, and why 
there is such a strong focus on music education in 
DGS. This trip has opened doors for us to see the 
music scene in secondary schools beyond Hong 
Kong, opening up conversations with people our 
age to talk about music, which we all love. We also 
got a glimpse into their school life, and what it 
means to be a music student in these top-notch 
high schools in Taiwan. We had learned so much 
from these new friends, and we look forward to 
more opportunities to grow and learn from other 
students!

We would like to thank the principals and students of the four schools in Taiwan we had visited for giving us a wonderful 
and memorable time in Taiwan. It is such a beautiful place and our trip would not have been so fruitful without their 
organization and planning of the interesting exchange activities. I also sincerely thank all the teachers who had been 
taking care of us throughout the exchange tour. Without them, the 56 of us would not have had such an enjoyable 
time in Taiwan! I would also like to express my deepest gratitude to our artistic director, Mr. Leung, for taking our music 
outside of Hong Kong, and I could not have asked for a more enjoyable time than what we had at the exchange activities. 
Finally, I also thank our headmistress, Mrs. Lau, for giving us the wonderful opportunity to go to Taiwan and Shenzhen 
for these eye-opening performances. These trips had been such a blessing to us, and we are so very grateful for what we 
had gained.

As we get ready for our exams, we also look forward to our final performances of this school year in Macau and at home 
in our 155th Anniversary Celebration Concert.

Lam Hei Yu, Music Prefect and Chairlady of the DGS Symphony Orchestra 2014-15
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Success of DGS Girls Celebrated

Our girls achieve excellence in areas beyond their studies. Their efforts and success are often recognised and celebrated 
in prestigious local and international awards. This year, we are particularly happy to witness the following girls’ success 
in the SCMP Student of the Year Award and Hong Kong Outstanding Students Award:

SCMP Student of the Year

Student of the Year – Sportsperson: Tam Yik Ching, Kitty
Student of the Year – Linguist: Winner (English): Liu Hui Kay Nicole, Winner (Cantonese): Wong Elaine
Student of the Year – Scientist & Mathematician: 1st runner-up: Au Andrea Chor Kiu
Student of the Year – Performing Artist: 1st runner-up: Leung Wing Man Christy

Hong Kong Outstanding Students Award 2014-2015

Outstanding Student Award: Ma Yuen Kwan Vanessa
Finalists – Level of Distinction: Chou Stephanie, Chiu Tsz Ching Sara, Tse Chun Yee Careen, Wong Elaine

Knowing interviews can be challenging, we have asked the girls to share with us their interview experience and their 
success stories!

1. Were there any questions which you felt difficult to answer during the interview?

Christy: It was probably most difficult to describe my goals in life. Playing the harp has been my favourite hobby 
for many years, and I hope to continue touching others’ souls through my playing. However, I am also open to 
the possibility of exploring other areas for tertiary education – it would seem unwise to limit myself this early on 
in my life otherwise.

Vanessa: Yes actually. I was asked to explain some of the discrepancies in my grades. Effectively it was a question 
asking me to explain my strengths, weaknesses, and how they came to be, while also asking me to propose 
concrete plans for improvements. Putting my entire life into the span of a minute would be like asking a camel to 
squeeze its way through the eye of a needle. I felt I probably gave an inadequate response to that question.

2. What was a memorable moment during the whole selection process?

Elaine: It was a pleasure to meet the other shortlisted candidates. Many of them are the best Chinese debaters 
in Hong Kong – I’ve watched them debate both as a member of the audience and as a debater on the opposing 
bench. They always seemed like unreachable targets of perfection, and in all honesty I hadn’t thought of knowing 
them in person. While we were waiting for our turn, we talked a lot about debating and how this activity had 
shaped us into who we are today. We all had a good time together and we still keep in touch.

Christy Leung: On the day of interview, I met fellow candidates of different fields of expertise, for example 
beatboxing and ballroom dance. Unlike other categories, the performing artists category probably has the widest 
variety of extracurricular profiles – and yet they were 
so confident! As they focused on their practice, the 
saying “ultimate victory in competition is derived 
from the inner satisfaction of knowing that you have 
done your best and that you have got the most out 
of what you had to give” came to mind. I reassured 
myself by saying that I should trust in myself and 
place my faith in the Lord.

Outstanding Students
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3. Was there anything about your competitors or the competition that completely blew you over?

Christy: After the interviews, finalists of each category of the competition were filmed for the final introductory 
video to be played during the Award Luncheon. When I arrived at the venue, I spotted a group of finalists 
waiting for their turn to be filmed. To my surprise, they did not judge me or question me about my previous 
achievements. Instead, they immediately welcomed me and we casually talked about our interests, showing me 
that friendships should be prioritized before competition.

4. Which part of the selection process did you find most difficult to grasp?

Christy: I had to choose a short piece which adheres to the theme “Make a Difference, Be the Change”. I had to 
think for quite a while of a suitable yet captivating piece, considering in what way the composer could stand out 
from others of the same era, as many people might know 20th century harp music is mainly romantic.

5. Given the prestige of this competition, pressure on nominees representing the school is inevitable. Did the 
pressure affect you and how did you cope?

Nicole: I think it was not very difficult because of all the support the school provided. I have Mrs C. Chan, Miss G. 
Yu, Miss I Cheung to thank for guiding me through applying on their online system and refining the framework 
of my speech. Because of their support, everything went swimmingly and I’m truly grateful for the extra time and 
work they put into this.

Kitty: It motivated me to do well at the interview. I didn’t want to let down the nominees and the school. Nothing 
can stop me once I have decided to do something eg. to win this competition. Although I felt a little bit nervous 
at the beginning of the interview, I knew I should calm down, finish my speech slowly and keep smiling.

6. What did you find unique about this competition?

Elaine: I’ve always seen this as another competition but it turned out to be much more than that. On the day of 
the prize presentation, I was so surprised by the scale of the competition, since there were many famous people, 
including heads of schools. It made me feel doubly honoured that I could even be a part of it.

Christy: Previously, I competed in harp competitions at both local and international levels. In the competitions, I 
performed a programme ranging from 10 to 15 minutes. However, in the Award, I had to perform a piece of less 
than 5 minutes. The time limit of the programme reminded me that in music, it is not how long or how short a 
piece is that matters. Most importantly, I should think about how to impress the audience by making full use of 
the piece to bring out its characteristics and implications out of such a short piece.

Kitty: The prestige maybe? I am delighted to win it for DGS. It’s not only about my own pride but our pride!
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On 29 and 30 April 2015, DGS teachers got to become students again as they engaged in a series of talks, conferences 
and outdoor pursuits as part of their professional staff development programme. The activities were held at Noah’s Ark 
Resort in Ma Wan on the first day, followed by departmental conferences and sharing of innovative teaching strategies 
at the DGS campus on the second day. During the programme, staff members were able to bond and gel as a team, and 
learnt important information on issues and topics which affect students today. 

On the morning of the first day, teachers got up bright and early to visit the Noah’s Ark Resort. They attended a very 
stimulating lecture on the detection and treatment of depression amongst school-age children given by Dr. C.P.  Tang, 
a child psychologist from Kwai Chung Hospital. The talk proved particularly relevant, as Dr. Tang fielded questions 
related to symptoms of depression within the school setting. After a generous lunch at Noah’s Ark, staff members 
showed their mettle and spirit of adventure as they tackled a series of competitive challenges designed to promote 
teamwork, including a bridge building (lashing) exercise and a rope-climbing obstacle course. There were many happy 
faces amongst teachers that afternoon as they gained a sense of accomplishment from the tasks. They realised from the 
activities that they could overcome any obstacle as a team.

 
On the second day, staff members returned to the DGS campus and attended 
another informative talk on cyber-crime delivered by Ms. Ng Kam Kuen 
from the Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups. This was followed by 
departmental conferences on the progress and initiatives made in teaching 
pedagogy within respective key learning areas. A sumptuous lunch was 
provided at a restaurant located at Kai Tak Cruise Terminal. In the afternoon, 
teachers gave feedback on teaching pedagogy initiatives and mobile learning 
experiences for the benefit of colleagues. Topics shared included mobile 
platforms such as Nearpod and Moodle, and flipped classroom.

All in all, the staff development programme proved to be very worthwhile 
for teachers in terms of teambuilding and the sharing of ideas. A preliminary 

survey conducted after the programme indicated that teachers were overall very satisfied with the programme; they felt 
they had learnt ideas which could enhance their effectiveness in teaching as well as in the pastoral care of students. 

Innovating Teachers – DGS Staff Development Programme
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Exchanges are an important part of life at DGS. Every year, we have exchanges with our 
partner schools overseas. Our girls benefit in ways they did not imagine.

India
On 30 March 2015, my buddy finally arrived at DGS! She was amicable and easy to get along 
with right from the start. I couldn’t wait to reciprocate the hospitality my host had shown me 
when I visited India last year.

When I gave her a tour of DGS, she was amazed by the spaciousness of the campus. 
Afterwards, we had ice-breaking activities and quickly bonded over our mutual love for 
competition. During lunch, we ate rice noodles together. Much to my surprise, she was able 
to use chopsticks efficiently. We exchanged souvenirs excitedly. I had carefully chosen some 
gifts that might remind my buddy of Hong Kong. There was a miniature lion 
dance costume and a box of “dragon beard” candy for her family back in 
India. On the third day, she showed an aptitude for art during the Chinese 
Painting Workshop. She painted delicate, beautiful blossoms on the paper 
and impressed everyone. She even learnt how to write her name in Chinese. 
In return, she tried to teach me how to write my name in Hindi. After school 
ended, I offered to show her around Hong Kong. Unfortunately, she had 
many activities planned and didn’t have much time to spare.

The day of their departure came too fast. Before they left, they performed 
their dance routine on stage. They wore traditional Indian clothing and 
make-up. I felt amazed to see my buddy dancing and I was very proud of 
her! The dance went quickly and they had to leave.

My buddy and I may have many cultural differences. However, that did not hinder our friendship. Instead, it has allowed 
us to learn more about the lifestyle of our respective country. In one week, I had bonded with my buddy and I know I will 
never forget her!

Ellery Gopaoco

New Zealand
On 22 March 2015, two girls came all the way from Diocesan School for Girls in New Zealand to DGS as exchange 
students. I was one of the girls receiving them, and it was a very rewarding experience.

This exchange programme lasted for roughly three weeks. As a host, I had the 
pleasure of having one of the exchange students, Ruby, stay with us. At first, I was 
very worried that she might not get used to living with my family in Hong Kong. 
Then, through our text exchanges, it turned out that Ruby and I were quite alike! 
We both come from a big family, enjoy watching movies and eating!

It was a Sunday morning when Ruby arrived. My parents and I went to the airport 
to pick her up. Later in the afternoon, my mum decided 
to take her to the local wet market to shop for food. Ruby 
was very fascinated by everything she saw. We were even 
talking with a fruit storekeeper about fruits from New 

Zealand! When we got home, my mum taught her how to make dumplings. It was really fun. She 
got along really well with my sisters and they absolutely adored her. We were laughing the whole 
time and we took many pictures.

I took Ruby to the Ladies’ Market and we were both astounded by the crowd there. Ruby bought 
many souvenirs, and I managed to get the shopkeepers to lower the price for her! I also took her 
to different shopping malls. Even though I didn’t buy anything, I had a great time giving opinions 
about her choices.

Ruby spent the Easter holidays with us as well. We went to Macau together, and it was a fantastic 
trip! We went to dine in a famous Portuguese Restaurant and had a marvelous Serradura cake as 
dessert. We also visited the Ruins of St. Paul’s and ate pork chop bun while strolling down the busy Macau streets.

While we were in school, Ruby and her friend, Olivia, got to experience the typical school life of a Hong Kong student. We 
had the most fun in T&L and PE lessons. Ruby and I, along with my group mates, made macaroni and cheese. For our PE 
lessons, we did a 9-minute running test and played a game of dodgeball. My classmates and I were all shocked when Ruby 
ran 16 laps for the test while the average for us was 9 laps! During our English lesson, Ruby joined our heated discussion 
of a poem. She put forward many creative ideas and we were able to see the poem from a new perspective. Ruby shared 
with me that she enjoyed our assemblies, particularly the class ones. She thought they were very interesting and special.

This exchange programme has been a very memorable and unique experience. Even after Ruby has returned to New 
Zealand, we are still in touch and we often share our day. I am looking forward to July when I will be the one visiting them! 
I am thankful for the opportunity to participate in this programme. I will definitely volunteer and be a school buddy again!

Kelly Wan

Exchange Programmes with India & New Zealand
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